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Abstract This study aims to compare the practical performance of three methods to estimate the parameters

of Weibull distribution. These methods are: the method of maximum likelihood, the method of moments and

the method of Ordinary least squares. Simulation experiments have been conducted for evaluation purposes

under different real distribution parameters and different sample sizes.Results showed that the method of

maximum likelihood seems to bemore appropriate to estimate the unknown parameters for large sample size

whereas the method of moments and the method of Ordinary least squares can be used for small sample
sizes.

Keywords: Weibull distribution , simulation , maximum likelihood , moments , Ordinary Least Squares.
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(=15 5=15)
Sample size n=5 n=10 n=20 n=40 n=80 n=160 n=320
OLS 1.25372 0.5786057  0.3890187  0.2664391 0.1881570 0.1347265 0.10180786
MLE 1.35377 0.6684998  0.4189295  0.2709250  0.1851704 0.1258091 0.08815118
MOM 1.066293 0.6041243  0.4083334  0.2785726  0.1948610 0.1331146 0.09511848
(x=2,=2)
Sample size n=5 n=10 n=20 n=40 n=80 n=160 n=320
OLS 1.494216  0.7086802  0.5013929  0.3412484  0.2349292 0.1727216 0.1353269
MLE 2.041944  0.8240362  0.5437327  0.3270547  0.2134222 0.1511007 0.1043571
MOM 1.727030 0.7214114  0.5066986  0.3207617 0.2137686 0.1527734 0.1061556
(¢=3,=3)
Sample size n=5 n=10 n=20 n=40 n=80 n=160 n=320
OLS 5.979296 1.035304 0.7014717  0.4849029  0.3728166 0.2836420 0.2273132
MLE 3.163430 1.258900 0.7041905 0.4366264  0.2947084 0.2044125 0.1457250
MOM 2.798804 1.103014 0.6588304 0.4178693  0.2885410 0.2024300 0.1440870
(OLS):Ordinary Least Square, (MLE):Method of Maximum Likelihood, (MOM):Moment method
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(x=2,5=15)
Sample size n=5 n=10 n=20 n=40 n=80 n=160 n=320
OLS 2.242830 0.6629456  0.4277344 0.3028590 0.2169418 0.1566391 0.1168433
MLE 1.426903 0.7240611 0.4394645 0.3036341 0.2092124 0.1479246 0.1042642
MOM 1.218536 0.6682072 0.432744 0.3059127 0.2160542 0.1558408 0.1117576
(¢=3,=15)
Sample size n=5 n=10 n=20 n=40 n=80 n=160 n=320
OLS 2.095469 0.8480828 | 0.5710179 0.3916320 0.2824100 0.2039095 0.1519014
MLE 1.580022 0.8569191 0.5775862 0.3874310 0.2698896 0.1923998 0.1334148
MOM 1.383011 0.8107386  0.5717190 0.3938284 0.2754932 0.1999351 0.1386853
(¢=3,=2)
Sample size n=5 n=10 n=20 n=40 n=80 n=160 n=320
OLS 2.993450 0.8283708  0.5586029 0.3889933 0.2785819 0.2078228 0.1565096
MLE 1.947929 0.9291427  0.5680295 0.3697883 0.2582327 0.1775238 0.1249831
MOM 1.630419 0.8254948 | 0.5406679 0.3641797 0.2579495 0.1786948 0.1278773
(OLS):Ordinary Least Square, (MLE):Method of Maximum Likelihood, (MOM):Moment method
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(¢=15,=2)
Sample size n=5 n=10 n=20 n=40 n=80 n=160 n=320
OLS 1.242002 0.6985435  0.4627116 0.3172034 0.2297467 0.1640064 0.12448404
MLE 1.806261 0.8347313  0.5040713 0.2974919 0.2081276 0.1414971 0.09516309
MOM 1.484603 0.7298035 0.4676182 0.2873300 0.2057035 0.1444059 0.09777457
(¢=15,=3)
Sample size n=5 n=10 n=20 n=40 n=80 n=160 n=320
OLS 1.713758 0.9182383  0.6554770 0.4756952 0.3502980 0.2697818 0.2155671
MLE 2.734297 1.1625351 0.6622421 0.4407805 0.2726895 0.1900678 0.1332885
MOM 2.233775 0.9951178 | 0.6122496 0.4154747 0.2652205 0.1870457 0.1314570
(«=2,/3=9)
Sample size n=5 n=10 n=20 n=40 n=80 n=160 n=320
OLS 2.717854 0.9997282  0.6406848 0.4766599 0.3790559 0.2804748 0.2193144
MLE 2.814721 1.1891836  0.6807315 0.4262937 0.2986720 0.2004228 0.1391894
MOM 2.424556 1.0439613 | 0.6156232 0.4057976 0.2900616 0.1958315 0.1379172
(OLS):Ordinary Least Square, (MLE):Method of Maximum Likelihood, (MOM):Moment method

:g—ﬁ‘ adaada & Jeanll 228 asdl ey

JOPAS Vol17 No.1 2018

361



A comparison of some methods for estimating the Weibull distribution parameters

Altaher et _al.

sla 5 el dilS 3nen 5 gaes Oldu 40 —[3]
oaliall Jaidl Ja3il(2008) Glasl ve dielod
Axala—abaill g 3oyl AlS—cliaay! Y»»S—w_)g_xn
C[78-73] e IV 518(3) 11 aladll dany
G e del e 5 Gy et el e —[4]
Ofialaall (53 Jul 5 )5l el dalad ddlinse ol joia
3.;5\);_“ M\ Sl e\.\;.x.w\.a &\J.\SAS‘ 318 w\:ﬁ}
[124-104] 4= (20) dilasy) a sl
[5]-1.  Pobocikova, Z.  Sedliackova,
(2012)The least square and the
weighted least square methods for
estimating the Weibull distribution
parameters — a comparative study,
Communications- Scientific Letters of

the University of Zilina, Vol. 14, no. 4 ,
88-93.

[6]- M.  Zaindin, A. M. Sarhan,
Parameters  Estimation of the
Modified Weibull Distribution, (2009).
Applied Mathematical Sciences, Vol. 3,
no.,541-550

[7]- I. Pobo¢ikova, Z. Sedliackova (2014).
Comparison of Four Methods for
Estimating the Weibull Distribution
Parameters. Applied Mathematical
Sciences, Vol. 8, no. 83, 4137 - 4149

Gl ye havgia Hia dad i LS Al aaa <l LKL ]

G 5 Loy Adlisd) Agadl laal ae GOk aen 8 eladl)

A S el Al A Hlas ae

SHF N sl e B o dad e IS Gl LSL2

Gkl b Badle 13 s elhdll Clayje hawgie jda ded

Agal) alaal (DA ae EDE)

Lad ol pSally @ dadsabi)s £ ded Cul e .3

oY) ey Jousie da e 5345

deadl okl gl 0 Cun e BB Sk s oS W4

o5l Ak 0685 (5 ATy plae ¥ a1 A8y yh 685 5 i

a1 g (s rall Sl yall 35 5k Ul

Wl) aaa 056 Ledie Al ST el 508 o g all 485k 5

Clapydl 4G5k Loy JB & (0=5 , n=10) =

RIS CN R AN PPN

il (n=20 , n=40) lusic dall aaa S 1.6

Wb o ake¥ S Ak S Juadl oyl dG )k

-5 orall Sl sl

sl Ak e Juadl Wl san alae¥ ISy A8k T

RS Al a8 e orall Gl

. (n=80,n=160,n=320)

Ladal)

ol 3k DG ol Al (Al BlSase olad 2aE

caled) GISY) A sk gy odieladl (53 Jus @)si e

Caa fagyall diysh dplic¥) g jall ey el 48k

Lol 5 LS Aigell paa o) LS all e bl el

LS alleall dial) Al (o (uball 5 JSEN) dalead 4, o))

Clisall Juadl i (gmall laalls asiall Ak o

Juadl gd alae) Y A8k W el aasl) il g

onSl aaall & o) Sliall

) sl

Aadiu) Lllad'((2011) ale glize 5 Jgrn usaitlas —[1]
ey ~Aaals Alae ¢ el B i) Jul s s
L 220-27 dladledy ) 5 Aplai@Y) a glall

il s alaslh ae dielan) elan 5 e (e Boba-[2]
s Adpd 6 Jadl' ¢ (2009) Gews e
(4)6 aae aslall slazy Alae ¢ " Giiales 53 Jls
.2009

JOPAS Vol17 No.1 2018

362



