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ABSTRACT

Food packaging
plastic products
Libyan citizens

The aim of this study is to evaluate the knowledgeand awareness of the Libyan citizens about the safe
use of plastic products, which are used in food packaging applications. The concept of reuse and recycling
as well as the main reasons behind the risks caused by plastic products are also addressed.The survey
was carried out in Tripoli city, where 200questionnaires were collected from different citizens. Generally
speaking, results showed that there is a weak awareness among theLibyan citizens regarding food
packaging materials. About 64% of the Libyan citizens are not interested in knowing the signs and
warnings printed on plastic products used in food packaging.Similarly, most citizens are afraid of using
plastic products for heating or keeping food in freezers, despite the availability of lots of plastic products
that are used for these purposes. The survey also indicated that the most reused products are plastic bottles
and containers, while plastic bags are the least. A great percentage of the Libyan citizens (~ 56%) throw
plastic products in the garbage after usage without even considering recycling them.Finally, the survey
showed that the understanding and opinions of the Libyan citizens about the risks of using plastic
products in food packaging were varied and did not reflect the real reasons behind those risks.
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Assessment of the awareness of the Libyan citizens in choosing plastic products that are in contact with food Hana et al.

Lasledl Byl 3ylell A8 280l claadigyledl agle Alme
2 ¢ za e Bl & el

Az G e ol Aaan G5 G ol gl ¢ iluad! -[7]

slsll &ealy cublsll sl 5 (£ s Adyas 22019 ST
Sl Jalaelly Lo palintll ¢ g oy als G151y LS|
— Auadly Lol pslall GUI sl . laylal (e Jelazll
2931 Lo L sl pm

e cadadly 4l el 31..2017-2016 4glus ooy -[8]
Balicd U oldbaze A9, b 3l aadl ozl o LSl &l yalall
(! cdllad sl il) sl asles 8yldlly slazd¥l pgle c)y53Ss
ot Cada s Aaols -

Slyee muasas § psaodl 590 22018 s salys] il 5Ll -[9]
e Jssamdl bl Vel Agybl oo ¥ 3 Al lzull
s paasailly flaall LK Sl camtll @ parue Ul
Lol Lol 3,0 daale - el ol euasatl]

Ao cdeza Hide Ogele Aax ¢ e« el ulie ¥, s -[10]
Aol §8aaaill Laslugll 593 22014-2015 . (puu e 655
Ao Jud (oS5 ey lred plazial lisl Audly dusall
Loiluogll e Jlas¥) &S (Halall e ygll i 8l,81) (ugays IS

L olgu8lly pglall ¢l gud) Zasle - Baasll
[11]-Nemant,B., Razzaghi,M., Bolton,K., and RoustaK.
2022.Design affordance of plastic food packing for consumer
sorting behavior , Elsevier journal, Resources Conservation &
Recycling
177,105949,https://doi.org/10.1016/j.resconrec.2021.105949.
[12]-Ncube,L.K., Ude,A.U., Ogunmuyiwa, E.N. and Zulkifli,R. 2012.
An Overview of plastic Waste Generation and Management in
Food Packing Industries, Recycling journal, MDPI ,Swizerland,
Recycling 2021, 6,12.https://doi/10.3390/recycling 6010012.

JOPAS Vol.21 No. 4 2022

198



