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Insects decomposing crops of criminal importance in the Jebel El Wahsh Forest, Constantine, Algeria
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Forensic entomology is the study of insects and their environment in order to give information that is
useful for judicial investigations. Our current study was conducted in the Constantine region in eastern
Algeria. This study was carried out in cooperation with the National Institute of Criminology of the
National Gendarmerie, where we identified the insects that participate in the decomposition of corpses
(animal cadaver), during the experiment period (from April 30 to May 23, 2019). 1300 individuals were
collected and the taxonomic study showed that there are 26 species of arthropods. It is divided into five
orders of insects,(Insecta), in addition to other arthropods such as spiders. Diptera is presented by a family
and seven species. Beetles contain four families with six species and Hymenoptera three families with
four species. We further examined the trend of species grouping over time by stage of cadaver
decomposition. In order to use forensic entomology in investigations, such studies must be generalized
to all regions of the country.
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Calliphora vicina (Robineau Desvoidy, 1830).

Calliphora Calliphora vomitoria (Linnaeus, 1758)

Calliphora subalpina (Ringdahl, 1931)
Luciliasericata (Meigen, 1826)
Diptera Calliphoridae Lucilia Luc.iliiai_llustris (Mei-gen, 1826)
Luciliasilvarum (Meigen, 1826)

Chrysomya Chrysomyaalbiceps (Wiedemann, 1819)

Insecta Dermestidae Dermestes Dermestes maculatus (De Geer, 1774)

Staphylinidae Creophilus Creophilusmaxillosus (Linnaeus, 1758)
Philonthus Philonthussp (Stephens, 1829)

Thanatophilussinuatus (Fabricius, 1775)

Coleoptera Silphidae Thanatophilus . .
Insecta Thanatophilusrugosus(Linnaeus, 1758)
Histeridae Saprinus Saprinusplaniusculus (Motschulsky, 1849)
Oedemeridae / Sp
Trogidae Trox Troxsp (Linnaeus, 1767)
Harpalus Harpalussp(Latreille.1802
Carabidae P . P p( . . )
Carterus Carterusinterceptus(Dejean &Boisduval, 1829)
Ichnomonidae / Nasoniasp
Formicidae / Sp
Hymenoptera .
Vespidae / Sp
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Lepidoptera Tineidae / Sp
Orthoptera Acrididae Acrc_)tylus Acrotylusatruelis(Herrich-Schaﬁer,lBSS)
Oedipoda Oedipodasp
Aracnidae Acariens Isodidae Rhipicephalus Rhipicephalussanguineus
Collembola Collembola Entomobryidae Orchesella Orchesellasp
Avrachnida Araneae / / Sp
Total 08 15 22 26
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